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INTRO  
 

The whole Genfest is about going beyond all borders. There are many borders around us and often 

architecture is responsible for them. The hand of the architect has designed the elements that 

make separation possible. However, borders go beyond something fixed. They reveal a rhythm in 

time, every time that society undergoes an economic, social and political change. The same 

happens in relation to the space and the borders that are changed to accommodate the new 

needs of a society. Think of the modern metropolises: Manila, Shanghai, Sao Paulo, Mexico City… 

where do they start, where do they end? We live in cities that seem to be endless. Sometimes 

even the countryside is part of these cities: the urban lives thanks to the rural and viceversa. But 

inside these endless cities, many barriers still exist. There are visible and invisible separations 

between areas, neighbourhoods and populations. Some spaces, public or not, are just for some 

groups; some neighbourhoods are clearly exclusively for the better-off or the worst-off inhabitants 

of a city. Architecture has to face cities that are growing more than ever and populations with 

unprecedented inequalities, but often architects do not know what to do. Architects face a 

number of limits. And this morning, together with you we want to bring architecture to the limits. 

 

Many are the limits in architecture. Nature is a first limit. Humanity has always dealt with the 

challenges of nature and has increasingly occupied spaces full of threats and dangers; nowadays, 

human settlements can be found in the deep icy regions of Antarctica and at the borders of the 

warmest deserts in the world.  

There are also economic limits. Wonderful projects often struggle with financial limitations: huge 

resources are required to build them and to maintain them, to assure that they will not lose their 

initial quality. When few have the possibility to live in liveable spaces and many instead struggle 

for survival, there is a contrast reflected in spatial segregation and lack of dignity. 

Social limits are a third issue. In many areas, for example poor or deprived ones, there are many 

structural problems for which solutions are difficult to imagine. And sometimes we may even 

wonder if interventions of architecture are necessary there where people struggle to eat daily. The 

challenges of contemporary cities and societies question the relevance of architecture. And, to 

make things more difficult, projects of architecture are increasingly developed by subjects who are 

not architects. Sometimes limits are so strong that it is difficult even to simply imagine a place 

differently from what it is today. 

Even politics can be an issue. Architecture deals with many borders, which are connected by its 

central element: man. The distinctive features of each person risk to build a border around each 

one of us: our personal choices define how we place ourselves in the spaces in which we live, so 

that new borders may arise when we dialogue with the Other or even with Nature. 

 



With the workshop, we want to show that it is possible to imagine places in a different way. And 

that to imagine them is the first step towards transforming these places. A transformation that is 

not just the responsibility of architects, but rather is something to which anyone of us can 

contribute. Together with you, we would like to push architecture to the limits and beyond, 

thinking of how the places in which we live can be transformed for the better. When we imagine 

places, we do not think simply of spaces or objects: a place is much more than a house, a street, a 

square. A place is a space and the people who live in it. A place is the relationships that these 

people establish with the space and between each other. In the place where we live, we have 

relationships with our communities and with the squares, the parks, the public spaces and the 

houses in which we meet. The relationship between people and spaces is constant and it is crucial 

for their reciprocal survival: people cannot live simply staying inside their houses, but need places 

of encounters; and spaces without people are not alive, even if the best architect in the world has 

designed them. 

Our challenge is to think an architecture that build relationships and spaces for relationships. And 

that, pushing its limits, allows us to think differently of the many places in which we live. It is a 

challenge and it is valid everywhere: in the small informal community inside an Asian megalopolis, 

or in the periphery of a European city; in a rural village in Africa or in the downtown of an 

American metropolis.  

 


